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Glass

blowing, either with the breath alone or with
compressed air; the swinging or twirling of
the glass in such a way as to utilize the power
of gravity and the action of centrifugal forces;
and the use of hand tools and specially pre-
pared moulds. The use of blowing machines,

spread. Two strips of iron, a little thicker than
the plate is intended to be, are placed on each
side of the table, and a steel or cast-iron roller
is kiid across, resting on these strips, which
regulate the thickness of the plate, and also,
by their distance apart, determine its width.

Plate Glass blank; set in plaster, preparatory to polishing.

in which the blowing is done by means of
compressed air, has in considerable measure
replaced the older methods of blowing in the
last few years.

Casting is the method employed in the mak-
ing of plate glass. The melted glass is poured
onto a large table and immediately begins to

The roller, passing backward and forward at
a uniform speed over the table, spreads the
glass into a plate of the size required. After
the glass thus prepared has been annealed, it
is ground down with sand and water or emery
and water and then polished.
Pressing consists in shaping the fused glass